WATKINS & EAGER

Mailing Address:
PO. Box 650 Attorneys and Counselors at Law Bailey R. Fair

Jackson, Mississippi 39205 est. 1895 Direct Dial: (601) 965.1944
Telephone: (601) 965-1900 ) bfair@watkinseager.com
Facsimile: (601) 965-1901

July 15, 2021 r

FILED

JUL 15 2021

MISS. PUBLIC SERVIGE
COMMISSION
VIA HAND DELIVERY
Ms. Katherine Collier
Executive Secretary and General Counsel
Mississippi Public Service Commission
Woolfolk Building, Suite 201A
Jackson, MS 39201

Re:  Notice of Intent of Willmut Gas and Oil Company, d/b/a Willmut Gas Company, to
Establish a Supplemental Growth Rider
Docket No. 2013-UN-234

Dear Katherine:

Enclosed for filing with the Mississippi Public Service Commission are the original and
twelve (12) copies of Spire Mississippi Inc.’s Petition to Extend Supplemental Growth Rider.
Please file the Petition and return the extra copy stamped “Filed” to me via my office courier.

Thank you for your courtesies. If you have any questions, please call.
Sincerely yours,
WATKINS & EAGER PLLC

By —

Bailey R. Fair
BRF:jsb
Enclosures
cc: Sally Doty (via Hand Delivery)
Tad Campbell (via Hand Delivery)

Watkins & Eager PLLC - The Emporium Building = 400 East Capitol Street - Jackson, Mississippi 39201
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION F, LED

OF
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI JUL 15 2094
MISS. PUBLIC SERVIGE
g ICE
SPIRE MISSISSIPPI INC. - COMMISSION
(F/K/A WILLMUT GAS AND OIL COMPANY) DOCKET'NO. 2013-UN-234

GC120008300

RE: NOTICE OF INTENT OF WILLMUT GAS AND OIL COMPANY, D/B/A WILLMUT
GAS COMPANY, TO ESTABLISH A SUPPLEMENTAL GROWTH RIDER

RP 9 Designation: Routine Filing
Proposed Effective Date: Upon Approval by MPSC

PETITION TO EXTEND SUPPLEMENTAL GROWTH RIDER

Spire Mississippi Inc. (“Spire”), formerly known as Willmut Gas and Oil Company,
petitions the Commission to extend the Supplemental Growth Rider (“Rider SG”) which is
currently part of Spire’s tariff. In support of its petition, Spire would show as follows:

1. Spire is a public utility as defined in Miss. Code Ann. § 77-3-3, and it is engaged ‘
in the business of providing gas service to and for the public for compensation in Forrest, Jones,
Lamar, Simpson, Rankin, Smith, Jefferson Davis and Covington Counties, Mississippi, having its
principal place of business at 315 South Main Street, Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Spire’s mailing
address is Post Office Box 1649, Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39403-1649.

2. Spire is the holder of Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity authorizing
its operations in specified areas in the above-listed counties, and it is rendering service in those

areas in accordance with its service rules and regulations and in accordance with a schedule of
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rates and charges, both of which are a part of Spire’s tariff and have been previously approved by
order of this Commission.

3. By Order dated December 3, 2015 (the “Order”), this Commission approved Spire’s
Rider SG. Upon such approval, the Rider SG became a part of Spire’s tariff.

4. To date, Spire has not begun any project or made any capital investments covered
by, or eligible for, reimbursement under the Rider SG tariff.

5. According to its terms, the Rider SG was to remain in effect as a pilot program until
October 15, 2018 unless extended by the Commission.

6. On September 4, 2018, the Commission extended the Rider SG for an additional
three (3) years until October 15, 2021, anci it amended the Rider SG to provide that the return on
any investment made in a Rider SG project be calculated annually using Spire’s then-current filed
Allowed Return pursuant to Spire’s Rate Stabilization Adjustment Rider instead of the twelve
percent (12%) stated in Spire’s Rider SG at the time.

7. Spire wishes to extend the Rider SG for a further three (3) years until October 15,
2024, (with no changes to its substance) so as to encourage economic development and job creation
in its certificated area, and it hereby respectfully petitions the Commission for such an extension
as permitted in Section 5.1 of the rider, which provides that “ninety days or more before Rider SG
expires,” Spire may “petition the Commission to extend the rider.”

8. A proposed form of the extended Rider SG is attached as Exhibit A.

WHEREFORE, Spire petitions the Commission to extend its Rider SG tariff as requested

herein.
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, this the 15th day of July 2021.

SPIRE MISSISSIPPI INC.

Y A

By:

Daniel T. Ford
Manager, Regulatory Planning

OF COUNSEL:

George R. Fair

Bailey R. Fair

Watkins & Eager PLLC
Post Office Box 650
Jackson, MS 39025-0650
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VERIFICATION

STATE OF O(,Qm A

COUNTY OF j}hg;& )\ S@

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority in and for the jurisdiction
aforesaid, Daniel T. Ford, who, after being by me first duly sworn, did state on his oath that he is
the Manager of Regulatory Planning for Spire Mississippi Inc. (f/k/a Willmut Gas & Oil Company)
(“Spire™), and that he has executed the above and foregoing Petition for and on behalf of Spire,
that he was fully authorized to do so, and that the statements contained therei_n are true and correct

to the best of his knowledge, information and belief.

AT P

Daniel T. Ford

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME, this the 14™ day of July 2021.

/\?04 WA J/Xﬂ&()\&coﬂ\

v

NOTARY PUBLIC

My Commission Expires:

Lo AR .

MOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF ALABAMA *:

T s ]

3‘ L ETINA RICHARDSON
}
}
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1, George R. Fair, counsel for Spire Mississippi Inc. (f/k/a Willmut Gas & Oil Company),

do hereby certify that in compliance with RP 6 of the Public Utility Rules of Practice and

Procedure:
L. An original and twelve (12) copies of the foregoing Petition have been hand
delivered for filing to:

Katherine Collier, Executive Secretary and General Counsel
Mississippi Public Service Commission

2™ Floor, Woolfolk State Office Building

Jackson, Mississippi 39215

2. A copy of the foregoing Petition has been hand delivered to:
Sally Doty, Executive Director
Mississippi Utilities Staff, 3™ Floor, Woolfolk State Office
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39215 and
Tad Campbell, General Counsel
Mississippi Utilities Staff, 3™ Floor, Woolfolk State Office
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39215.
3. Spire Mississippi Inc. has complied with RP 6 of the Public Utility Rules of Practice

and Procedures.

SO CERTIFIED this the 15" day of July 2021.

(5. . ™

BAILEY R. FAIR
Attorney for Spire Mississippi Inc.
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Sheet 403

SPIRE MISSISSIPPI INC

Mississippi
Public Service Commission

(Name of Utility Organization or Other Serving Agency) P. S. C. SCHEDULE NUMBER
Systemwide REVISED NO. SGR DATE ISSUED
(Rate Area to Which Schedule is Applicable) SUPERSEDES
SCHEDULE NO. SGR DATE ISSUED 1/25/19

TYPE UTILITY SERVICE

Natural Gas SCHEDULE CONSISTS OF 5 SHEETS

(Electric, Gas, Telephone, Water, Sewer)

CLASS OF SERVICE

Large Volume

(Residential, Commercial, [ndustrial, Rural)

(This space for statement of availability, character of service, rate, minimum charge, terms of payment, special conditions, and
minimum contract period pertinent to the application of this particular rate schedule)

1

SUPPLEMENTAL GROWTH RIDER

APPLICATION

1.1

2. PURPOSE

2.1

3. SUMMARY

31

This Rider (“Rider SG”) shall apply to all capital expenditures projected or
incurred by Spire Mississippi Inc (hereinafter “Company”) under the General
Provisions stated herein.

Rider SG is designed to encourage industrial development and-job creation by
providing an incentive for the Company to extend gas service to industrial
projects which are not otherwise feasible for the Company to fund.

The Company may invest up to $5,000,000 for economic development in
incremental funds above its normal capital budget in Mississippi without prior
Mississippi Public Service Commission (hereinafter “Commission”) approval to
extend gas service for industrial projects not otherwise economically feasible for
the Company to fund. The Company shall be allowed to earn a Supplemental
Return on Equity on the rate base associated with such projects. Capital
investments and related expenses eligible for recovery would be filed and
recovered under a separate, exact recovery rider. The Company may invest in
excess of $5,000,000 in such projects but only with advance approval by the
Commission. The Mississippi Public Utilities Staff (hereinafter “Staff”) will
consider such requests on an expedited basis. Upon approval, the Company will
undertake construction of the projects on a timely basis and include the actual
or projected capital expenditure in its next Rider SG filing.

The amount to be invested on any one project pursuant to Rider SG shall not
exceed the total investment required to extend service to such project less the
economically feasible portion of the investment as calculated by the Company
under its Gas Facility Extension Policy on file with the Commission.

CONTINUED ON SHEET 2

ISSUED BY __ Kyle Rogers VP - External Affairs Hattiesburg, MS
(Name) (Title) (Address)
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Sheet 403 Mississippi
Public Service Commission
SPIRE MISSISSIPPI INC

(Name of Utility Organization or Other Serving Agency) CONTINUATION OF SCHEDULE NUMBER SGR
Systemwide
(Rate Area to Which Schedule is Applicable) SHEET 2 of 5 SHEETS

The authorized Return on Equity {hereinafter “ROE) for Rider SG projects shall
annually utilize the Company’s current Allowed Return pursuant to the terms of
the Company’s Rate Stabilization Adjustment Rider (hereinafter “RSA Rider”) for
a 10-year period.

4, GENERAL PROVISIONS
41 Projects selected for supplemental investment will be identified and selected by
the Company in consultation with the Mississippi Development Authority
(hereinafter “MDA”), the Commission, and the Staff. Projects will be selected
based upon their potential for economic development.

42 For a 10-year period, Rider SG investments shall earn a return calculated
annually using the Allowed Return and capital structure filed in the current
year’s filed RSA Rider or successor formula rate plan then in effect. At the end
of the 10-year period, the investments and related expenses for the first vintage
year of Rider SG investments shall be recovered through the Company’s RSA
Rider or successor formula rate plan then in effect at the then current
authorized return on equity. Thereafter, each year another vintage year of
investments shall be transferred out of the Rider SG and into the RSA Rider or
successor formula rate plan then in effect for future recovery.

4.3 A Rider SG revenue requirement and proposed new rate shall be calculated and
filed annually on September 15. Billing of the new Rider SG Rate shall be
effective with the billings beginning on or after November 1. Any actual project
revenues generated from the Rider SG investment over the prior 12 months
shall be used to offset the Rider SG revenue requirement.

4.4 The Rider SG rate base shall consist of plant, accumulated depreciation, and
accumulated deferred income taxes. The rate base shall include projected costs
for the current calendar year plus the historical costs of previous investments.

4.5 Expenses included in the revenue requirement shall include actual and

projected depreciation expenses, property taxes, interest expense, cost of
equity, income taxes, and municipal franchise fees, if applicable.

CONTINUED ON SHEET 3
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Sheet 403 Mississippi
Public Service Commission
SPIRE MISSISSIPPI INC
(Name of Utility Organization or Other Serving Agency) CONTINUATION OF SCHEDULE NUMBER SGR
Systemwide
(Rate Area to Which Schedule is Applicable) SHEET 3 of 5 SHEETS
4.6 Effective with the second filing of the Rider SG and each filing thereafter, a true-

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

up will be calculated based on the actual revenue requirement for the previous
period using the Allowed Return and capital structure for the current RSA Rider
or successor formula rate plan then in effect and the actual collections made
pursuant to Rider SG. Any over or under-recovery shall be refunded or collected
in the new rate period. '

The Company will use a composite depreciation rate, derived from the
Company’s most recently completed depreciation study and adjusted to remove
General Plant.

The Rider SG filing shall be made separate from but concurrent with the
Company’s RSA Rider or successor formula rate plan filing and will include all
support and documentation necessary to evaluate each of the previous year’s
projects, including, but not limited to a description of each project (its genesis,
scope, potential customers, economic impact, MDA evaluation, etc.)

The Rider SG revenues shall be collected by a surcharge to customers’ base rate
charges. The revenue requirement shall be allocated to the applicable customer
classes using each class’ percent contribution to the Test Year non-gas revenues
as recorded in the Company’s annual RSA Rider or successor formula rate plan
calculations. The class revenue requirement shall then be divided by the class’
normalized Test Year volume to determine the volumetric unit surcharge.

If no RSA Rider or successor annual formula rate plan is in effect at the end of a

10-year period, then the existing rates will remain in effect until modified by
subsequent Commission order.

CONTINUED ON SHEET 4
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Sheet 403 Mississippi
Public Service Commission
SPIRE MISSISSIPPI INC
(Name of Utility Organization or Other Serving Agency) CONTINUATION OF SCHEDULE NUMBER SGR
Systemwide
(Rate Area to Which Schedule is Applicable) SHEET 4 of 5 SHEETS
5. TERM

51

Rider SG shall remain in effect until October 15, 2024. Ninety days or more
before Rider SG expires, the Company may petition the Commission to extend
the rider. In addition, during the term of Rider SG, the Company may seek
approval to apply Rider SG to one or more projects that will not be started or
completed within the term of Rider SG. if the Commission approves the project
or projects, Rider SG will be applied in the year in which the investment is made,
and the Company shall be allowed to recover pursuant to Rider SG its applicable
revenue requirements for the next ten years on that investment. At its
discretion, the Commission may discontinue this rider at any time. However,
should Rider SG be discontinued, it will continue to operate after cancellation
until all eligible costs are recovered in accordance herewith.

CONTINUED ON SHEET §
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Sheet 403 Mississippi
Public Service Commission
SPIRE MISSISSIPPI INC

(Name of Utility Organization or Other Serving Agency) CONTINUATION OF SCHEDULE NUMBER SGR
Systemwide )
(Rate Area to Which Schedule is Applicable) SHEET § of § SHEETS

Spire Mississippi Inc
Systemwide
SUPPLEMENTAL GROWTH RIDER REVENUE REQUIREMENT
For the Test Year Ended June 30,20__

(A) (B) (© (D) (E)
Line » Increase
No.  Description FERC Account Prior Year Current Year (Decrease)

Plant in Service

1 Gross Investment 101 %, 106 S - S -3 -
2 Accumulated Depreciation 108*, 111* - - -
3 Accumulated Deferred Income tax 190, 283 - - -
4  Netlnvestment S - S - S -
5 Authorized Return on Capital

6 Return on Net Investment S - $ - S -
7 Depreciation Expense 403-407 - - -
8 Associated Taxes 408.1, 409.1, 410.1 - - -
9 Municipal Franchise Fees - - -

10 Prior Period Project Revenues (a) - - -
11 Prior Year True-Up - - -

12 Total Revenue Requirements s - S - 8 -

*Per FERC Chart of Accounts, FERC accounts 300-399 are summarized to FERC account 101, 108 and 111.
(a) Input as negative number.

No new accounts may be added to this schedule unless approved in advance by the MPSC.

APPENDIX 1 :

CONTINUED ON SHEET - FINAL
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